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These reports are excerpts from the July 2016 EBMC e-newsletter. To see the full newsletter, go to 
http://conta.cc/2avKqH7 .  
 

EBMC Finance Update  
by Xiaojing Wang, Assistant Director 

 
We are happy to report that we ended the first quarter of 2016 in the black with $101,388 raised in 
income and $99,120 spent in expenses. EBMC met our goals in fundraising and individual gifts 
through a successful Dharma-thon and generous individual gifts from sangha members attending 
classes and practice groups. We continue to be in awe that our community is sustaining EBMC’s 
radical Gift Economics model, almost 10 years after we first opened our doors. 
 
A full financial report on the first half of this year will soon be available in pdf form, and will be 
posted to the EBMC website and available upon request.  
Beginning in the second half of 2016, EBMC will start offering employees health benefits, including 
dental and vision coverage.  This is a milestone achievement for our center, and represents the 
fulfillment of a major organizational goal. We offer deep bows to our Sangha for making this step 
possible. 

 
As EBMC works towards a shared leadership model that prioritizes sustainability for the 

organization and staff, we aim to close 2016 with three months of operating reserves and a 

development plan that will get us to six months of reserves in 2017. 

 

A Decade of EBMC! Fundraising Report: Mid-year 2016 
by Cassandra Shaylor, Development Director  

 
Summer greetings to the Sangha! East Bay Meditation Center is now in our tenth year. We 
continue to succeed in our radical experiment of sustaining EBMC using a Gift Economics model, 
AND that success relies on everyone giving to the extent that they are able. For those who are 
financially able to give more, the model won’t work unless folks with higher incomes give at the 
highest level possible. This is the power and the challenge of running a generosity-based center: it 
is completely dependent on each of us playing our part. 
 
 
 

http://conta.cc/2avKqH7
http://www.middlepath.us/ebmc/docs/EBMC%20gift%20economics_PRINT%20SENT150614.pdf
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Some successes so far this year: 

 A small group of generous Sangha members have pooled their resources to 
challenge the community to match their gift of $10,000. As of today we are more 
than half of the way to reaching that goal. Please help us get all the way by clicking 
here:  http://bit.ly/1EU1E70.  

 We recently received a two-year grant of $50,000 from the Kalliopeia Foundation. 
 On June 15, Alice Walker, Jack Kornfield and Spring Washam led a deeply moving 

evening of conversation and ritual about love, community, social justice and the 
Dharma. Falling the week after the massacre in Orlando, Florida, their profoundly 
thoughtful offerings provided much needed solace to the sold-out crowd. The event 
raised $27,000 net for EBMC. An edited streaming video of the conversation will be 
available soon for a sliding scale donation. Please contact 
Cassandra@eastbaymeditation.org  if you are interested in purchasing the link to 
this video recording. 

 
And, looking ahead to the second half of  2016: 

 Save the Date for Joanna Macy and Ty Blair in conversation! Friday, October 28, 2016 at 
First Congregational Church in Oakland. 

 In order to reach our budget goals, we need an additional 30 monthly donors, or five each 
month, by the end of this year. If you are not yet a Friend of EBMC, please join this 
generous group of monthly donors that is central to our financial health.  

 
Finally.... 

Do you know Herbie Hancock? bell hooks? George Takei? His Holiness the Dalai Lama? 
As we are scheming and dreaming for our celebration of TEN YEARS of EBMC in 2017, we are 
planning for a powerful fundraising event featuring a well-known mindfulness and/or Dharma 
practitioner. If you have connections to any such teachers, artists or performers, please email 
Cassandra@eastbaymeditation.org. 
 
Thank you so much.  

 

 

These reports are excerpts from the July 2016 EBMC e-newsletter. To see the full newsletter, go to 
http://conta.cc/2avKqH7 .  
 

 
Founded to provide a welcoming environment for people of color, members of the LGBTQI community, 
people with disabilities, and other underrepresented communities, the East Bay Meditation Center 
welcomes everyone seeking to end suffering and cultivate happiness.   
 
Our mission is to foster liberation, personal and interpersonal healing, social action, and inclusive 
community building.  We offer mindfulness practices and teachings on wisdom and compassion from 
Buddhist and other spiritual traditions. Rooted in our commitment to diversity, we operate with transparent 
democratic governance, generosity-based economics, and environmental sustainability. 
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